
CODEBREAKER!
You are on the trail of an international jewel thief. You 
need to know where the next secret meeting with your 
informant from Russia will take place. 

You have a coded message from your informant, which will tell 
you what to do next. You also have part of the cipher used to 
encode the message.

The Cipher

Here is the incomplete cipher. Once you know where in the 
cipher each letter of the alphabet fits in, you will be able 
to work out the letters that have been written using the 
code. The code is based on the layout of the cipher.

Crack the Code!

A G H S T

 X

M

C  J O P Y U V

 F Q

Love cracking codes
and solving puzzles?

Check out
www.problemsolving.ie



CODEBREAKER!

Teacher Guidance

^ŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�DĂƌŬƐ�^ĐŚĞŵĞ
One mark for each correct word

MEET ME AT THE STATION IN MINSK
BORIS HAS THE RUBY
WEAR ONLY BLACK

�ŽŵŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ
This is really just a bit of fun, but will hopefully get the students to think about the fact that 
ĐŽĚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŝƉŚĞƌƐ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĂŶ�ĂďƐƚƌĂĐƚ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞƐ�
ƌĞƉĞƟƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƉĂƩĞƌŶƐ͕�ŵƵĐŚ�ůŝŬĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͘

WƌŽŵƉƚ�YƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�
>ŝƐƚĞĚ�ĂƌĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ǁŝƐŚ�ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƉƵƉŝůƐ�ŵĂŬĞ�ŝŶƌŽĂĚƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�Ă�ƚĂƐŬ͕�Žƌ�
ĞǆƚĞŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƚĂƐŬ͘

ϭ͘�tŚǇ�ĚŽ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƐǇŵďŽůƐ�ůŽŽŬ�ŵŽƌĞ�ůŝŬĞ�ƐƋƵĂƌĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚƌŝĂŶŐůĞƐ͍
Ϯ͘�tŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽƚ͍
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